A Liberal Education for the CPA Candidate

By Artur Brake, C.P.A .

The Champlain College plan for the Education of CPA candidates

is wet forth in detail in this paper. Its goal is a

proper balance

betzween education for a practical, successful, efficient, useful and

happy life of action in the present and for a mastery of the student’s

chosen area of professional interest as a means of providing eco-
nomic independence during that life.

Fkoxv'rn-:ns have been pushed back
through the years so that one man’s
. frontier is, in effect, another man’s door-
step. Geographically, frontiers have be-
come international borders. with prob-
lems of trade exceeded only by the
problems of human relations which
arise, Intellectual horizons, having no
limitations in  space, have receded
farther and more rapidly, confronting
man with knowledge which is awesome
and frequently bewildering in its com-
plexity and rate of change. The prob-
lem of dealing adequately with this
knowledge in preparing young people
for effective living, is foremost among
the problems of higher education today.
“The ruling end of a general, liberal
education should be the development in
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young men and women of the capacity to

make informed and appropriate judgments

in the_principal spheres of life., liberal

education should " provide the knowledge

and develop the competences which will

}p{ld»llo the exercise of wisdom in adult
e

Today, the needs are imperative. Wher-
ever man’s thinking is confused or’
contradictory, the enemies of human
freedom seek to spread confusion and
to enter thereby. into the strongholds
of democracy.
ientists and schol pr i
and business men, alike have divided
knowledge into ever-narrowing special-
izations in order to conquer their sepa-
rate fields. Institutions of higher
learning have followed this tact
tr of human | ledge in its
vastness and complexity. Robert M.
Hutchins, formerly Chancellor of the
University of Chicago, describes the
effects of this development.
“The medieval period had been an age
of debate. What followed was age upon
age of covery. Inquiry was promoted
by specialization and the scientific method.
..« As the specialties multiplied. special-
ists could not think together. The spe-

cialtics were too numerous and diverse to
be studied together.”2
As a result, many college students are
now introduced to’ basic knowledges

and skills, by specialists in narrow
fields, whose achievements in research
are regarded above the breadth and
wholeness of their daily work. The
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of liberal education, is described in the
report of a Harvard University com-
mittec. In their opinion, specialism is
interchangeable with the method of
science, . . . the method which ab-
stracts material from its context and
handles it in complete isolation.” They
find that “. . . specialism as an educa-
tional force has its own limitations; it
does not usually provide an insight into
general relationships.”® Liberal educa-
tion therefore secks to pravide experi-
ences which will accustom the mind to
recognize all components of a problem,
to draw upon all relevant fields of
knowledge, to make reasoned judg-
ments, to contribute individually to-
ward solutions, to cooperate effectively
with other persons or groups con-
cerned. And for those quict moments
of onc’s inner life there should be nur-
tred in the mind, love of learning,
understanding and appreciation of the
beauty of ideas and of creative acts, and
a sense of dedication to great values
and high purposes. So may the student
achieve the good life and enrich our
frec society. These are the goals of
The Chamtplain College Plan.

The motto of State University of
New York expresses an early and en-
during aim of the American people:
“Let cach become all he is capable of
being.” A clear concept of what man-
kind is capable of being might well
guide the student in pursuit of this
goal. Therefore, the student in his first
year at Champlain College, State Uni-
versity of New York, studies the activi-
ties of Man and the record of his
achicvements in the broadly related
fields of human knowledge. Specialists
in each field join with their colleagues
of related fields, developing the com-
mon viewpoint, introducing the stu-
dents to the area of knowledge where
their minds find common meeting place,
teaching the basic knowledges and skills.
These areas have been devéloped as
(1) Arts, Letters, and Philosophy, (2)
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Social Sciences, (3) Natural Sciences,
and (4) Mathematics. In addition,
study of a modern foreign language for
wholeness of the intellectual experi-
ence, is required of those who enter
without sufécieut language study. Ac-
counting, as a phase of business, par-
ticipates in the Social Sciences area
course. The special fields which coop-
erate in this area are business, eco-
nomics, history, political science, psy-
chology, and sociology. Since the social
sciences represent the broad field in
which the CPA candidate studies, a
description of the workings of the basic
course in that area is pertinent to this
discussion.

The Social Sciences basic course is
entitled #lmerica in its World Environ-
ment. According to the college catalog,

“An integrated course in Social Sciences
is not an artificial enterprise. Man's wide
range of experiences and ways of respond-
ing to them arc interrelated.” An cconomic
problem is at the same time political and
historical.”

In particular,

“This course undertakes to acquaint the
student with significant knowledge related
10 our culture—the basic phases of the cul-
ture, the sources and the historic search
for freedom; and to give him a working

4 ling of the i ion of the
social sciences. Through the use of docu-
ments and course readings, it is expected
that preconceived attitudes will be sub-
jected to, thorough, scholarly and honest
examination by the students in classroom
discussion and that cach student will ac-
quire the tools to formulate his own en-
lightened _conception of American democ-
racy and its historic role in world affairs.”4

If they can learn thus to operate effec-
tively in their peer group at the student
fevel, we may hope that in later years
they will be found equally effective in
the society of mature and free men.
These studies of mankind will lead
to greater self-understanding as well,
In the midst of study and discussion,
strong personal interests and abilities
may-unfold to thé student, The lure of
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area or another, may quicken him
to further exploration and discovery.
Individual as well as group counselling,

_is offered as a continuing service to the

student. He is encouraged to investi-
gate the ficld of his cvolving interest
during his sccond ycar at Champlain
College. During the sccond year at col-
lege, the courses allow for introduction
of the individ student’s particular
interests.  Basi A courses are re-
duced to one or two. A course entitled
“Ilumanities”, primarily English for
seli-expression, is required; and stu-
dents without adequate language study

on entrance, take a year of a modern
foreign 1 This is i

. basic

knowledge in manner similar to the
area courses which establish
wholeness and integration for the lih-
eral education program at the outset.
They examine American business in
four main aspects: physical and tech-
nological characteristics, internal or-
ganizati human relati in work
situations, and the uses of accounting
information. Their catalog titles are
Tlements of Business I, T, 11T, and TV,
respectively.  Business students other
than those with a career major in ac-
counting, take all these in their sccond
year. Accounting carcer majors take
‘Accounting Theory and Practice T and
11 along with Elements of Business I

with the view of professional

and IT, p III until the follow-

ants, concerning the program of the
accounting student.

“One  particularly —important facility
which he should have is the ability to write
clear and lucid prose, since his professional
dutics will _require him not only to tall
eficctively but to write simply and under-
standably. Many ecmployers feel that an
accounting student’s program should also

include study of the physical sciences, for-
cign languages, geography, history and
literature.

These liberal studies share the second
year with foundation courses in the
ficld of the student’s individual inter-
ests. As a result of the experience of
the first year, self-understanding, and
counselling, the student may elect two
courses in a field in which he expects
to develop his career studies. “Those
students interested in accounting are
offered the interest and orientation tests
sponsored by the American Institute of
Accountants.6 If these measures con-
firm their choice of field, the students
enroll in the field of Business as the
foundation of their career major
courses,

All business students are introduced
to their field of concentration through
foundational courses in IElements of
Business, These courses deal with the

ing year and making IV (uses of ac-
counting information) unnecessary.

At the close of the sophomore ycar,
the student specially interested in ac-
counting is ready for advanced studies
in that field, with a liberal educational
foundation which may be summarized
as follows:

Freshman Year
Arts, Letters and Philosophy 101-102
Communications I, 17T
Social Sciences 101-102
America_and its World Environ-
ment I,
Natural Sciences 101-102
Basic Natural Science I, 11
Mathematics 101-102 -
Liberal Arts Mathematics I, IT

Sophomore Year
Arts, Letters and Philosophy 201-202
Flumanities I, IT
Business 201-202
Elements of Business I, IT
Business 211-212
Accounting Theory and Practice I,11
Modern Languages 101-102
Elenmu{ary French, German, or
a B
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The remaining two years of the col-
lege program are planned on an indi-
vidual basis to prepare the student for
a position at the entering level of his
chosen career; or for graduate study
leading to intensive specialization, Dur-
ing these years he continues his foun-
dation subject in advanced courses,
strengthening his  preparation® with
courses com]l)lemental to his career
plans. In ad dition, he concludes his
program with a year’s senior seminar
in which he rejoins the other students
of the Social Sciences Area, working on
thc] common problems of their general
field.

Business is considered the foundation
subject for the student with a career
major in accounting. Toward the close
of Accounting Theory and Practice IT,

interests by additional courses in sub-
jects other than business, referred to as
complemental subjects. All career ma-
jors in business are required to take one
year of Lconomic Principles and Prac-
tices in their Junior year. In addition
they may elect courses from a list, the
igllowing being a representative selec-
tion:

Tissentials of Speech

Tithics and Philosophy

TFoundations of Psychology

Industrial Psychology

Logic and Semantics

Marriage and the Family

Money and Banking

Statistics

Toward the close of the senior year,
Pt} >

the student is offered an acl
examination sponsored by the Ameri-
cn Institute of Accountants. Based on
the results of this examination, he may
be designated a professional accounting
CPA) career major if he so chooses.

fter completing Elements of Business
1II as required, courses in his founda-
tion subject will be mainly in the field
of accounting. The accounting courses
are organized on a schedule of two
laboratory periods of two hours each
and two periods of one hour ecach,
meeting weekly. The one hour meet-
ings are used for lecture, discussion,
and testing. The laboratory periods are
used for problem solving, ‘case mate-
rials, and remedial work of individual
nature. Courses offered on this basis
arc Auditing, Cost Accounting, and
Accounting Problems. Other courses
selected from the foundation subject
are Business Law, Federal Tax Law,
and Corporation Finance I and II. The
Champlain College Plan for CPA Can-
didates is based on the requirements of
liberal education and directed toward
the professional qualifications estab-
lished for Certified Public Accountants
in New York State.

The career major is enriched and
toned jing to individual

1951
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the pro (CPA) accounting
student at Champlain College is offered
the final achievement test of The
American Institute of ~Accountants
College Accounting Testing Program.
An interview with one or more firms of
Certificd Public Accountants is ar-
ranged for the student by the College
or by the American Institute of Ac-
countants, as circumstances may indi-
cate. The graduate is considered quali-
fied for the entering level of employ-
ment in the profession of public
accounting. “The State of New York
requires three years of diversified ex-
perience requiring the intensive appli-
cation of accounting principles and
auditing procedures in the public prac-
tice of accountancy, before admission to
the final examinations for the certificate
of Certified Public Accountant. During
these three years the CPA candidate
is well advised to advance his profes-
sional training by further courses in ac-
counting at the graduate level. At the
same time the educational requirements
for the certificate may be readily satis-
fied. -The State Board of Certified
Public.Accountant. Examiners requires
twenty-four credits of accounting
courses but recommends thirty. Cham-
plain College offers the student twenty-
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points of accounting leaving from four
to ten credits to he accomplished during
the three-year enforced period of em-
ployment or in full-time graduate
-courses, This is true to the function of
liberal education and in keeping with
the continuing nature of education gen-
crally.

The criteria for measuring the effec-
tiveness of the program described in
these pages, are to be found in the cata-
log of Champlain College.

“Today, a liberal education is based on
a wide knowledge of in the past and
an appreciation of the opportunities of life
in the present, Today, the cducation of

character and_fits a man for a practical,
successful, cflicient, useful and happy life
of action in the present. Champlain College
uses the term liberal arts in this new sense
to_include the humanistic, the social, the
scientific as well as the yocational aspects
of cducation. It rccognizes the rich re-
wards of humanistic and literary slmlms,
the contribution of the arts and the soci

studies to personal adjustment and to au
understanding of the present; the cﬂ'ect of
the natural sciences on modern and
|l|c impact of wcstcm m(luslrnllzmmn on

But it_also bellevcs (hm every citizen, in
preparing to be socially useful and cco-
nomically independent, must have the op-
portunity to be so equipped with a ||mslerr
of his area of special interest that he will
Dbe well started on the road to freedom in
his profession and in the life that grows

complete living is that dictated by madern

times. It is an education that  develops out of, and is based on, that profession.”?

7 Bulletin of Champlain College at Platisburg. Supra., page 77.
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AN ADIRONDACK VIEW
The marks of an accountant, as shown below, have been developed by surveys and
research which were exceptionally limited in extent. Use them as a vocational test on
yourself and see if you belong in this profession!
1. At least five pens and pencils sticking out of a breast pocket, preferably the

2.

3.

4. A quict suit—not pants and coat that don’t match; and a vest, except in
summ

5. No ability to sing better than a crow or grackle.

6. B-\ld i over fifty.

7. pleasant face, a [.,cutlc smile—but never a boisterous laugh.

8. \’\'Iule i quired concerts, 1 the d; gets

out a pencil and makcs notes on the program,
9. Never ticless and seldom a bow tic.
10. A brown calf brief bag—and it must have a shiny padiock that dangles

and rattles.

Give yourself 10 points for cach, all or nothing. If your score is under 60, you prove
that the quiz master is only a low-hrow—a CPA in only two states.

Leonaro Houguron, CPA

ission.



